
History of  Cradle of  Texas SAR Chapter 33 

Dr. Wellington Grier McAlexander, born in Cooper, Texas, in 1918, served in WWII in the U.S. 

Army Air Corps in engineering as a Captain, and earned his Doctorate from North Texas State 

University. He taught at Wharton Junior College in Wharton, Texas, and later at Brazosport 

College, in Clute, Texas, where he retired as Dean of Students. Dr. McAlexander loved history, 

wrote many articles, contributed to several books and spoke to any one or group who gave him 

the opportunity. He was instrumental in creating the Brazoria Militia and the Brazoria County 

Historical Museum. 

Dr. McAlexander initiated efforts to establish the Cradle of Texas Chapter in 1983. Through his 

knowledge of several SAR Compatriots in Brazoria, Matagorda and Wharton counties and 

contacts with history buffs and genealogists, the chapter was officially established on December 

3, 1983. 

The chapter name, Cradle of Texas, characterizes Brazoria, Matagorda and Wharton counties’ 

place in Texas history, because this is where Stephen F. Austin, the Father of Texas, began his 

colony. Austin selected this area because of its fertile soil and abundant game as well as access to 

the interior that the Brazos and Colorado rivers provided. When Austin’s colonists arrived in the 

early 1820s, they found a rich, wild land and Indians, much like the situation that the Pilgrims 

found in New England in the 1620s. 

 

 

 



 

Chapter Institution Program 
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Charter Members 

Martin Atwood Thomas Paul Myerle 

William Harold Attaway Barton Stewart Nagle Jr. 

Vivien Earl Boggs Ira Elton Rice 

Arthur Raymond Capell Gordon E. Richardson 

Teddy R. Carr Samuel Scott Richardson 

George J. Easterling Martin Lee Schwebel 

William Franklin Elliott Clell L. Sechrest 

Chester Raymond Francis Jr. Harry M. Sechrest 

Hall Wesley Griggs Luther L. Singletary 

Bruce Sherman Grimes Thomas Otto Slonek 

Thurman Morris Gupton John Thomas Suess 

Albert Elton Herreth Julian W. Taylor Jr. 

Bret Ramzel Herreth Julian W. Taylor 

William Joseph Howze Marcus Aurelis Weems 

Thomas Gene Kenyon Edwin Pryor Womack 

Ruben Burh Loggins Eric Ralph Zeitler 

Stanley Earl Hyer Kurt Vernon Zeitler 

Wellington G. McAlexander Vernon Arthur Zeitler 

David Henry Mahavier  

 


