
July 2022 Highlights

Date Event

1 Compatriot Brent Harshman's father, Raymond Harshman, was admitted as an SAR

Memorial Member.

2 Bill Watts represented us well at a Parade in Heath.

3 Bill Watts also helped present the Colors at Sunnyvale Baptist Church.

4 Our Color Guard contingent joined in the Fourth of July Parade in Richardson this year. Tom
Whitelock's Flag Truck pulled a trailer that was very useful in the hot temperatures. This was
a great celebration of our national birthday!

Tom Whitelock also posted the Colors at The Chapel of the Cross for the Lgth annual "A
Musical Fourth !"

9 Our regular monthly Chapter meeting was held at Ventana by Buckner. The guest speaker,
William Covington, delivered an interesting talk called "The January L776 Background to the
Declaration of lndependence." After enjoying the actual "Golden Sledgehammer" at his
house for the first six months of 2O22, Mark Harrison turned it over to Brent Harshman for
the last six months of the year. These Compatriots shared custody of the heavy object in
2022.

10-13 The 132nd National Congress in Savannah, Georgia was the destination for several of our
Chapter members. Bill Watts and Tom Van Fossen participated in a grave marking at
Midway Cemetery.

29 The visitation and funeral service for Compatriot Ralph McDowell was held on the 29th after
his passing on July 20. Members of the Dallas and North Texas Color Guard formed an
impressive Funeral Honor Guard at the services.
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Dallas Chapter Color Guard at July 4,2022 Parade in Richardson, TX
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Dallas Chapter Color Guard at July 4, 2022 Richardson Parade

Tom Whitelock's Well Decorated Parade Truck
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Dallas Chapter Color Guard at July 4,2022 Parade in Richardson, TX

Dallas Chapter Color Guard on Trailer at July 4,2022 Richardson Parade

Dallas Chapter President Mark Harrison Directing Traffic at July 4,2022 Richardson Parade
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SThe MIN UTE

July 9, 2022

Da[$ Chapter
Founded July 4, 1929

Tbxas Society - Sons of the American Revolution

Volume 23, No. 7
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The Sting of a Beproaeh, is the Truth of it.

Breakfast - 8:00am Meeting - 9:00am

DALLAS OT1APTTP
20.2,2 Crrlorps

PRESIDENCI
Mark H. Harrison
I st VIGE-PRESIDEN6I/PROGRAMS
Thornas F. Van Fossen
Znd VIGE.PRESIDENCT/AWARDA
JD Martin
SEGREITAR,Y
Williarn B. Watts
6TREASIIRER

Carl N. Harper
REGIS6TRilR
Mark Morgan
{IESISCTANT REGISTRAR
Jerry Pinkerton
GIIAPI,AIN
Frank H. Pounders
IIIS,rORIAN
Brent Harshrnan
GOITOR GUARD GOMIIANDER
Williarn B. Watts

Bob Milawee,

Tom Van Fossen

Bill Watts

On the steps of a
Church that was
built in the 1750's

Hi Y'all!

Greetings from Savannah

The 2022 Sons of the American Revolution
National Congress
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AGENDA

Call to Order - President Harrison

Rules of Engagement -
This meeting is being filmed and recorded. By joining this in-

person or virtual meeting of the Dallas Chapter of the TXSSAR, you
acknowledge and agree that these proceedings may be made public.

Invocation - Mark Harrison

Pledges - American Flag - David Scott
Texas Flag - Larry Luby
SAR - Mitch Singleton

Welcome - President Harrison - Welcome to all.

Visitors

Mark H. Harrison
PRESIDENT

David Temple past State President and Trustee for the Patriot Fund, J"rry Pinkerton our Inland State
Registrar, Tom Milson the president of the McKinney Chapter, Nick Gilliam the past president of the
Plano Chapter, Marshal and Mary Scantlin has their 50th wedding anniversary today.

Several of our members are going to the National Congress. David Temple will leave tomorrow and
Tom van Fossen and Bill watts are on the way or already there.

Introduction of our morning speaker - president Harrison

Bill Covington - Arlington ISD

The January 1776 Background to the Declaration of Independence.

Any event in history has background in it and
so does our Declaration of Independence. Ben
Franklin said after the document was signed,
"We will all need to hang together or surely
we all will hang alone.
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Member Anniversary

5 Years

Alexander Webb
Clayton Webb
Gury Webb
John Webb
William Webb

.)roqv.^r@
S0,r,il,irfrt-nrw

Tom Whitelock talked about this day being the first time the Declaration of Independence was read.

The Golden Hammer Award

Golden Hammer award was presented to Brent Harshman the Dallas
Chapter historian. The Gary Sisson Golden Hammer award was first given
to Tom Whitlock for being the hardest worker. The award is given by the
previous winner to an individual who works hard for the Chapter. Due to
Covidl9 we did not award the Golden Hammer in2020. But earlier this
year our President Mark Harman received it for 2020 and Brent Harshman
now receives it for 2021. We presented it for half the year to Mark and the
other half goes to Brent.

Previous Award Winners
2001 Tom Whitelock

2002 Ralph McDowell
2003 Charles Baker *

2004 Tom and Montye Whitelock
2005 E. Thomas Smith *

2006 James Templin *

2007 Allen Christian *

2008 Robert Northcraft
2009 David Temple
2010 Harmon Adair

2011 James Fairbairn *

2012 Robert Kittrell
2013 George Ramphrey

2014 Nick Harper
2015 John Morton

2016 Jerry Pinkerton
2017 Mike Petridis

2018 Tom Van Fossen
2019 Joseph Slonaker

2020 Mark Harrison
* Deceased



What's the difference between one yard
Guard Report.

OFFICERS REPORTS

Secretary - Watts

Jerry Pinkerton made motion for approval
JD Martin 2'd
Minutes Approved

Treasurer - Harper

as ofJune 2022

Batance Sheet - Assets
Bank Account

Opening Balance (31 Dec ZOZL)

and two yards? Find the answer after Color

Balrirlct? Shccl - Asse.lt:.,

North Daltas Bank & Trust Account

Total Applications 108
In Progress at Chapter - 26
At National for Review 

- 8
(4 Regular, I Supplemental,3
Approved 

- 53
Closed - 2l

SECRETARY

Carl N. Harper
TREASURER

Revenue 59,612

Expenses 57,961

Profit/Loss SOS1

Closing Balance (30 Jun 202211

REGISTRAR

Registrar - Morgan

Memorial)

Profit

S8,295

52,s72

510,867

Ritchie Fund

Minuteman Fund

Revenue

Expenses

rc
$8,242

58,242

Jo

mm
S6,s5o

s3,g7g

52,slz

s29,743

S9,324



New Members Approved 
- 9

Memorial Applications Approved _ I
Supplemental Applications Approved _ 43
Total of 53 in the cue

New Member Inductions yTD _ 13
New Members Inducted Today _0
New Members to be Inducted _ 5
Total of 18 inducted

Total Dallas Chapter Membership
Current Paid - 240
Current Non-paid - 32

Please pay your dues as soon as possible to keep your membership active.dues help provide our youth activities and operate your Dallas chapter.

Historian - Harshman

Send pictures of events for future yearbooks to:
Brent Harshman

Color Guard - Commander Watts

Flag Retirement on July 11 after our chapter meeting

Remember your

;ei'? nirsffii,
HISTORIAN

Flags readied for inspection
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Flags are
inspected and
readied for
retirement.

A Final Salute!

Jeanette Prasifka
and Robert Curry
receive a
plaque from Tom
Whitelock for
their efforts
to keep the Flag
Retirement
Ceremonies going
for many years.

June 14th National Flag Day at the Elks club in Greenvil

Flag Presentation by Bill Watts and
Tom Van Fossen

le, Texas
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Parade Truck - with the Dallas Color
Guard at the Audie Murphy Parade

The Audie Murphy Parade on June lSth
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July 1't SNIPE HUNTING season officially began!
PLEASE NOTE - PLASTIC BAGS ARE BANNED

The

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE

Reminds you that

SNIPE SEASON

ln SC will offrcially open

&k July 1st through July 31st
*

L Nightly bag limit: 2
trl
U
-

H 
(mature snipes only)

ffisi Flashlights are permitted

Spot lights are NOT

No hunting from vehicles

Fabric and paper bags only: No plastic

These laws are strictly enforced.



July 2'd 
-Parade in Heath, Texas with East Fork Trinity Chapter

July 3 - Sunneyvale Baptist Church Present Colors

July 4 - Parade in Dallas, Texas

Mark trying to get a ride with the DAR

Tom is trying to get his money back on his used
truck

Robert raised his hand to volunteer to walk,
Brent asked Roberl to carry his flag, JD and
Jerry refused to walk
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Our Crew ready to go!
Future Events for the Dallas Chapter

National Congress Patriot Grave Marking Ceremony July 1Oth at the Midway Cemetery

South Central District BOM - August 26-27

Grave Marking Ceremony for Patriot James Carter - September 1 1th at 2P}y'r

September lTtt'Flag Presentation at the Greenville DAR at the Webb Country Club in Wolf City,
Texas

The Dallas Chapter has an opporlunity to represent the Texas Society at the Texas State Fair. This
event is open to all Sons of the American Revolution Members to promote membership in the SAR.
This event will begin on Septernber 30th and will end on October i3"l atthe Jane Douglas House
Daughters of the American Revolution in the Fair Grounds.

State BOM in McKinney, Texas October 2l't and 22"d
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November 6th Massing of the Colors in Ft Worth
November I lth Vebrans Day Pwade in Dallas

December 1.7th Wreaths Across America

More information will follow as these events unfold.

Awards Program - JD Martin

JROTC is completed
40 JROTC Letters Sent
14 Replies Received
11 Presentations
(Certificates & Medals)

August l3'h our next speaker will be Duane Carter "The Apology of Dr. Benjamin Rush"

The answer tol ooWhatos the difference between one yard and two yards?" A Fence!

OLD BUSINESS _

Merchandise Table - Tom Whitelock

we have Metal and wood challenge coins, l25th Anniversary Medal
Set, and a Patriot House Banner to aid our Chapter in the efforts raise
money for our youth programs. Our NEW DALLAS CHAPTER mug
is now available!

NEW BUSINESS -
Good News !- Our Web Page is up to date! - www.texssar.ors/dallas/

Check it out today!

A survey was sent out and this is the result;

r8g Survey Maitings Received by Members
z6 Surveys CompLeted iS.B%)

JD Martin
2nd VP AWARDS

I'lew Dallas Coffee Mugs



What days of the week do you prefer to attend Chapter meetings? (Choose all that

aPPlv)

26 responses

Do you prefer a morning, afternoon or evening meeting? (Choose all that apply)

26 responses

How important to you is having a meal available prior to the meeting?

26 responses

Monday

Tuesday

Wetlnesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

6

4

2

0

Meeting Preferences

3 (11.5olo)

5 (19 2oz'o)

4 (15 4oio)

7 (26 goh)

4 (15.40/',0)

4 {15.4%l
I

4 (11.4%)

Morning

24 (g?.?oioJ

19 (73.1%)

3 (111.5%) 3 (111.5%)

Afrernoon 9 (34.60lo)

Evening 9 (34 60z'o)

(3.80,6)

I

I

I (30.890)

1(3.8%)
I

12345678910



SkiLLs ldentified
What professional skills, interests, or talents do you possess that might be useful to
the Dallas Chapter? Please check any areas that apply.

26 responses

Attorney
CPA/Accountant
Websile Design
Computer Skills

\n/riting/Media
Financial Planning
Meeting Planning

Genealogy
Fundraising

Teacher/Professor
Boy Scouting

lvlilitary Veteran

2 (7.7%)

1 (3 8%)
1 (3.80/o)

-1 (3.8%)

7 (26.9Yo1

--8 (30.8olo)
*-3 (11.5%)

3 (11.50/o)

- 4 (15.4Yo1

- 4 (15.4Yo1

4

ldentified
-5 (1s.2%)

-e (34 6%)

-8 (30 8%)

810

Photography
Public Speaking

ArtisUGraphic Design
Medical Physician

None
Systems Analyst mid-range...

Organization
Promotion/Marketing

Retired physician - medical...
History

2

SkiLLs

1 (3.8olo)

-1 (3.8%)
-.1 (3.8olo)

- 1 (3.8olo)

1 (3.8%)
1 (3.8olo)

- - 1 (3.8olo)
._- 1 (3.8olo)

2

'7 (26.90/0)

10

Committee Opportu n lties
Would you be willing to learn more about serving on a Committee or being the Chair
of a Committee?

26 responses I Yes

ONo
O Maybe

0



Cffrcer Opportunities
Would you be willing to learn more about serving as an Officer of the Chapter?

26 responses

! Yes

ONo
I Maybe

DOOR PRIZE _ Biography of the Life of Putin - Wayne Stewart

Tanner DVD -
JD Martin

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE

toYou're Chuffy!" That means; "You're a surly
impolite person." Or in today's language you're

or
a jerk.

"I'm gut-foundered!" Check right here next month! I
hope you are enjoying this little word play.

BENEDICTION - Mark Harmon

SAR RECESSIONAL - John Morton

l'!r!.1.
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NEXT MEETING IS SATURDAY Ausust 13th @ 9:00AM

Join us at our next Chapter meeting:

08:00 am - Breakfast buffet for $10 including raffle ticket for door prize
09:00 am - Meeting program

Committee Opportunities Available at the Dallas Chapter

) Public Relations & Publicity
) Community Service Awards
) Member Retention
> CAR Liaison
> DAR Liaison
) Annual Audit
) American History Teacher

) Brochure Contest (MS)
> CAR Essay Contest
) Eagle Scout E,ssay Contest
) Knight Essay Contest (HS)
) Oration Contest (HS)
) Poster Contest (Elem)
) Speaker's Bureau

f
h/zl-*6. /-/-a:/ *
Re spectfully submitted,
William B. Watts,
Secretary

DIRECTIONS TO
LOCATION MEETING
LOCATTON (A)
PARKING AREA (B)

For more information concerning volunteer
opportunities please contact;

Tom Whitelock tmwpro@live.com

MEETING LOCATION (A)
PARKING AREA (B)
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SAR Dallas Chapter Monthly Meeting July 9,2022

William Covington was the speaker at the July 9, 2O22 monthly Dallas Chapter Meeting.

I

t
J

Hr
Mark Harrison passed custody of the Golden Sledgehammer to Brent Harshman for the last hatf of 2022.

L



='-
f# 5f,r

Historic Fort Morris in Georgie near where the SAR
National Congress met July LO - Lg,2022

Tom Van Fossen and BillWatts attended the 132nd
National Congress in Savannah, Georgia in July.

;ffi

Tom Van Fossen with Fort Morris cannon Proud Patriot flag in front of the Harshman's house



Dallas Chapter Members:

l'm relaying this sad news regarding our long-time compatriot, Ralph
McDowell.

More information about Color Guard plans will be forthcoming.

Mark Harrison

l'm sorry to inform Society members that our beloved Compatriot

RALPH McDOWELL (SAR L39629-LO(L2|L992 TX 7OO5) passed away

at7:45 am on July 20,2022.

His services are scheduled for Friday July 29 at Sparkman-Hillcrest

Funeral Home on Northwest Hwy. Dallas at L1.00 am. (Visitation Thur.

28th 6-8pm)

Obit to be published Sunday DMNT/24/22. (SAR uniforms or Colonial

attire optional during chapel & grave site ceremonies).

Sympathy cards to be sent to wife JEAN & famity at:

9603 Estate Ln. Dallas 75238.



Compatriot Ralph McDowell

October L0, L928 - July 20,2022

Ralph Lynn McDowell, of Dallas, passed away July20,2022, in Dallas, Texas aftera brief illness. Ralph was
born in Cherokee, OK on October tO, L928. He was preceded in death by his parents, Earl William McDowell
and Olive (West) McDowell. He is survived by his loving wife Jean (Black) McDowell of 61 years, his son,
Robert McDowell and wife, Sallye (Reavis) McDowell of Fort Worth, daughter, patricia (McDowell) Meachum
and husband, Charles Meachum of McKinney; grandchildren, Megan Ann McDowell, Hollis Meachum (fianc6
Atkyn Garza), owen Meachum (Lillian), nephew Danny Farney of Burlington oK, and grandniece, Diana
Hamilton of Waukomis, OK. Ralph graduated from Cherokee High School in 1946 where he was active in
football and basketball- in his senior year he was chosen to crown the football queen. He graduated from
Oklahoma A&M (now Oklahoma State) in 1950 with a BS degree, from lowa State in 1951 with a MS degree,
and he received his law degree from SMU in 1961. He participated in the ROTC program and was
commissioned a 2nd Lt Commander of his officer's chemical warfare basic course. Later, he served with the
32nd AAA Brigade in England. He was selected to attend a special course at Oxford University in 1955 to
study Western European Union. Ralph was discharged as a Captain in L959 after 9 years of active and reserve
service. After graduating from lowa State in 1951, he worked for Oak Farms Dairies in Dallas & Austin. He
was a third-generation participant in dairy manufacturing. After returning from active military service in
L957, he was employed by Pfizer Laboratories as a representative, hospital representative, and district
manager. He attended the evening law school program at SMU on the Gl Bill graduating in 1961. He practiced
law in Dallas for more than 35 years before retiring. He was a partner in the law firm of Waldie, McDowell &
Colvin, practiced for severalyears with the late Harold Adams, and maintained a solo practice for many years.
He was a member of the Texas Bar, Dallas Bar, Dallas County Criminal Defense Bar, and was licensed to
practice in several Federal courts, including the Supreme Court of the United States of America. Ralph held
60+ year memberships in Kappa Sigma Fraternity, Blue Key National Honor Fraternity, Alpha Zeta Honorary
Fraternity, Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity, The Roy Stanley Masonic Lodge, Dallas Scottish Rite of
Freemasonry and Hella Shrine. He was a member of the Audie Murphy Chapter of National Sojourners and
was a member of The American Legion. He was an active member of the Sons of the American Revolution
where he served as Dallas chapter president, Texas district vice-president, and was a member of the Color
Guard. He was recognized for 25 years of perfect attendance at Dallas SAR chapter meetings, was first line
sponsor for over 20 new members, and presented over 160 bronze medals to outstanding award recipients.
He was awarded the Silver Good Citizenship and Patriot Medals from the Texas Society. His patriot ancestor
wintered at Valley Forge with George Washington's Continental Army. ln addition to his interest in law and
SAR, Ralph's special interests were his children, grandchildren, genealogy, the life of Benjamin Franklin,
gardening, coin collecting, and his many friends. His favorite motto was from Ben Franklin,s poor Richard's
Almanac, "A true friend is the best Possession." Ralph and Jean are members of the Lake Highlands United
Methodist Church. ln lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Dallas Scottish Rite Hospital. Visitation
will be from 6-8 PM Thursday, July 28; Service will begin at 1l- AM Friday, July 29, both at Sparkman/Hillcrest
Funeral Home, 7405 W. Northwest Highway, Dallas, TX75225. Burial to follow at Hillcrest Memorial park.
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