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],\\/ﬂ@\JS) =4 honors our Revolutionary War patriot

ancestors by promoting patriotism,
serving our communities, educating and inspiring future
generations about the founding principles of our Country.

Dear Fellow Compatriots,

This year has been extremely successful for our chapter thanks to the incredible
work of our officers, committees and members. We are rapidly approaching
the 250" anniversary of the founding of our nation. Excitement is in the air.
Can you feel it? Are you ready to help us celebrate and give thanks to our
ancestors for the precious gift of freedom their sacrifices have given us? I
certainly am. There will be many opportunities to honor them and we will
actively participate in as many events as possible. I would also ask that you
consider helping this effort by volunteering to serve on a committee or
becoming a chapter officer. Some committee work, such as the chapter web
admin, can be done in the comfort of your home. Contact any officer or
committee chairman for more information.

While the NSSAR is a hereditary society, we are also very definitely a service
organization. Indeed, our mission statement reads as follows: “The Sons of the
American Revolution honors our Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by
promoting patriotism, serving our communities and educating and inspiring
future generations about the founding principles of our country.” There is no
better time to become more involved in chapter activities and we welcome
anyone who offers to serve in any capacity. Help us make this precious 250"
anniversary even more memorable by joining our leadership to serve our
community. Thanks for you continued support of our society and San Antonio
Chapter #4. I request that you make your reservations in early for our annual
chapter Gala set for 10 January 2026 at the Hilton Double Tree Inn in order for
us to get an accurate head count for meal and seating requirements (see the
article in this newsletter for details). U.S. District Judge Fred Biery will be our
honored guest and if you have never heard him speak you are in for a wonderful
treat.

Warmest regards and Semper Fidelis,

Frank
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Chapter Website: txssar.org/SanAntonio/

Chapter Meetings

Executive Committee Meetings:
2" Wed. 11:30 AM
Nov 12" —Dec 10th
La Fonda Restaurant
8633 Crownhill Blvd
(Reservations not needed)

Chapter Meetings:
379 Wed.11:30AM,

Nov 19" — Dec 17th®™
Petroleum Club
8620 N. New Braunfels
Reservations are required:

txsarch4reservations@gmail.com
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2026 Dues: It is that time again. The 2026 dues are coming up. The chapter urges you to pay your dues by
December 31 as the dues are late after that date. After January 2026, you will be dropped from the rolls
and would have to be reinstated to continue your membership. Do not rely on “snail mail” to pay your dues.
The state and chapter urge you to use PayPal. It is fast, secure, and ensures there are no delivery problems.

2026 Online Dues Payment is now available

Dues Invoices have been posted to the texassar.org private website and are available to pay 2026 dues. For
those of you who have a deliverable mailing address, your 2026 Dues Notices should be arriving in your
home mail box within the next few weeks. These are sent Bulk Mail to your address of record as of
September 1st. If you do not receive one by Thanksgiving, please check for your notice online and help us
update your address.

Texas SAR approved no dues for Junior Members for 2026. Keep in mind that your dues are
considered late on January 1, 2026. If they are still unpaid 30 days later, NSSAR will drop you from the
rolls, and you will start to show a gap in your service and not get your magazine. To help the chapter and
avoid problems, please pay dues via one of the below three options as soon as you can and avoid a lapse in
your SAR Service!

(1) Online/Paypal - We encourage everyone to use this option and pay your dues by credit card through
Paypal. Click or go to https://www.texassar.org/dues.htm. Enter your National SAR # and name as it '
appears on your membership certificate (you must log into the private site. Contact Bob Watson,
beaglebud@satx.rr.com if you have forgotten the username and password.) Select your primary chapter and
others you maintain dual membership with and follow the checkout procedures. Dues payments are live on
the TexasSAR.org website now so pay early and avoid the rush. There are no PayPal fees for 2026 dues.

The online Paypal form also allows for secondary (dual) chapters to be added for those wishing to pay as a
dual member.

(2) US Mail - Remove the bottom section of the dues invoice you receive in the mail and send a check
for the amount indicated with the pre-addressed envelope, stamp it, and return it by US mail. This is your
PRIMARY chapter dues statements - it only includes dues for your primary chapter, state, and national
dues where applicable.

(3)  US Mail - Use this option to pay by check, but did NOT get a dues notice in the mail or if you want
to pay now. Contact the state treasurer for mailing address at treas@texassar.org

Please do not delay. Pay your dues now.

C X - A I N
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Colonial Attire: It is not required, but members who wish to participate in chapter activities are urged
to obtain some combination of colonial attire. Wearing colonial attire makes a statement and promotes
SAR to the community and the attendees of the various events where the chapter participates.

The last two newsletter issues, contained a list of popular sutlers for those that may be interested in
purchasing a uniform or uniform pieces. As previously stated, there is no requirement to purchase
colonial attire unless you want to participate in the color guard where it is required. Some just purchase
various uniform pieces over time.

Please consider starting your colonial uniform. It is great exposure for SAR

and the chapter and it is fun to see the reactions by the public to the dress and

for the kids who want pictures with us.

Gideon Bowles — A Common Patriot: A small world it seems. Through
sepaate research, Compatriot Mike Bowles, SA Chapter #4, discovered that
Compatriot Dewey Owens, Boerne Chapter, share a common patriot and
link to the Revolutionary War. Gideon Bowles, the son of Gideon, an
Englishman who was a merchant in Dublin, Ireland. Son Gideon born circa
1735 came to Virginia and settled in Goochland County Virginia as a
member of the St. James Colony. Gideon had 10 children. It is documented
that he was a merchant who dealt favorably with the Continental Army and
once donated 191 pounds of beef to them and for this, was so recognized as
a patriot. It is also said he owned a toll bridge or toll road over which he
allowed the Continental Army to pass without toll. Gideon died about 16
Sept. 1799 in Goochland. The core family migrated to St. Louis County,
Missouri via Kentucky. From St. Louis (Fenton), Missouri descendants L
moved to the Indian Territory now called Oklahoma. Dewey Owens' family
appears to have similarly migrated to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations
in the southeast of what is now Oklahoma. Mike Bowles family branch
settled on the northern border of the Chickasaw nation next to the
unassigned lands across the Canadian River from the town of Purcell.
Further research to be conducted to complete the rest of the story.

L-R: Dewey Owens
Mike Bowles

Chapter Website: txssar.org/SanAntonio/
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Awards: There were no new members inducted at the September general
membership meeting, however, several awards were presented for outstanding
achievement and service to the chapter.

Greg Surovic — Greg has been instrumental in getting the
chapter approved to perform color guard duties at the
monthly naturalization ceremony. Up until now, the
chapter was not able to participate and now the color
guard is the main participant for presenting the colors.
Additionally, Greg received the grave marking medal for
participating in grave side services that recognize chapter
veterans who have passed away.

Laura Surovic — The chapter recognized Laura for her

tremendous efforts in taking photos for the chapter at the
naturalization ceremonies and presented her with the SAR
Medal of Appreciation. Laura’s organizational skills and
take control personality is a tremendous assest herding the
subjects and arranging the photo shoots.

Mike Skiles — Mike was introduced as our newest color
guardsman. After his induction, Mike purchased a colonial
uniform and volunteered for the color guard, which is

greatly appreciated. Frank Rohrbough, the color guard
commander, presented Mike with a chapter cocade for his
tricorn hat recognizing his color guard membership.

John Bell — John’s dedication to produce a state
recognized JROTC/ROTC awards program has been
nothing but remarkable. Through John’s dedication, the
chapter is able to support 49 high schools in several
counties and three universities, which is the largest
program in the state and maybe the nation. John was
certified as a member of NSSAR Veterans Corps.

P X & <
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Guest Speaker: Compatriot Tom O’Brien gave a very interesting
presentation on some of the more major inventions developed by
our Founding Fathers during the colonial time. It is easy to forget
that many other things were happening during the Revolutionary
War period as it was so significant, not much else is talked or
written about. However, there were many activities surrounding
the war. Inventions were developed to solve problems of daily
living during the times. Shown here is President Kebelman
presenting Tom with the SAR Medal of Appreciation.

A Proud Grandpa: Because of our mission, we continually concentrate on old news, historical facts, and
stories of colonial times. It is rather nice to stray occasionally and reflect on some good news for our
chapter members. Compatriot Larry Loop received notification recently that his grandson, Tyler Loop,
had been drafted to the Baltimore Ravens NFL team in the 6 round and will be replacing their former #1
place kicker. Tyler graduated from the University of Arizona where he set several place-kicking records.

He is the first kicker in over 30 years drafted by the Ravens.
Tyler succeeds Justin Tucker, the most accurate kicker in NFL history, who was released in May after '
being suspended by the league for 10 games for misconduct.
Tyler has proven to be accurate making 51 of 55 field goal attempts (92.7%) in team drills with one over '

60 yards. It is reported that the team tracing system showed the kick would have cleared 67 yards. It
appears the Ravens have discovered a hidden gem who will fill an important void in their system.
Congratulations to compatriot Larry and his grandson Tyler Loop. We will be watching and rooting for
your continued success. _.——————————

Story background and
photo by Jamison Hensley Tyler Loop — Baltimore Ravens

DA AR $a P
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First Responder -Fire Rescue Awards: One of the most significant and important events the chapter does
during the year is recognize the accomplishments of our first responders. Five major acts of bravery by fire
rescue personnel were recognized during the October General Meeting on the 16", Four received the Heroism
Commendation and one received the Life Saving Commendation. Another member of the fire department was
awarded the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Commendation. The Heroism Commendation recognizes
outstanding bravery and self-sacrifice in the face of imminent danger to the recipient. The Life Saving
Commendation is awarded to individuals who have acted to save a human life, but not necessarily placing
themselves in imminent danger. The EMS Commendation is generally awarded to paramedics, who have
performed an act or service beyond which is normally expected. This city is very blessed to have such
extraordinary individuals serving for the citizens of the community. These five people are only a small group
of outstanding first responders. Battalion Chief Doug Reed, Chief of Special Operations was our guest speaker
telling us about the various services performed by members of the fire department daily and how they truly
make a difference in the community.

Anthony Bolen-Heroism Award

Steven Nunn-Heroism Award

Collin Montgomery-Life Saving Award .

L-R: Capt. Brendon Pohlen
Fire Safety Commendation

. . Firefighters:
Battalion Chief Doug Reed Trenton Pohlen-Heroism Award

A v.
Chapter Website: txssar.org/SanAntonio/
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The Gala

The annual Gala is right around the
corner. It will be held on January 10" at
the DoubleTree by Hilton -Airport, 611
N.W. Loop 410.

The flyer provides details for meals,
payments, and the program. Along with
an excellent guest speaker, installation
of 2026 officers will be done as part of
the program.

Dress is dark suit and black tie or
colonial attire for men and evening
gowns or cocktail dresses for the ladies.

Checks must be received NLT
12/20/2025. Be sure to include your
meal choice(s) for all attendees.

This will be an outstanding event and
great meal. Make your reservations and
join your fellow compatriots for a
wonderful night out.

SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER

SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
CELEBRATING THE 250TH YEAR OF INDEPENDENCE
SATURDAY * JANUARY 107 2026 « 6 PM
DOUBLETREE BY HILTON - AIRPORT

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
JUDGE FRED BIERY » WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

TO MAKE YOUR RESERVATION PROVIDE THE NAME AND
THE MEAL CHOICE FOR EACH PERSON IN YOUR PARTY

ROSEMARY CHICKEN $50 * SarmoN $55  BEEF SHORT Riss $60
NOTE FOOD ALLERGIES AT THE TIME OF PAYMENT

SEND YOUR CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO SAN ANTONIO SAR:
MR MICHAEL BOWLES
4043 RIVER FALLS * SAN ANTONIO * TEXAS 78259
CHECKS MUST BE RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 20%
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT

PRESIDENT FRANK KEBEIMAN
EMAIL: KEBELMAN@GMAIL.COM

My - Biack Tix « Dasx Suir « Cotosr ATTRE ¢ Lapass - Evivng Gowx » Cooxtan Daess « COLONAL ATTIRE

—

—
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Guest Speaker List: How many of you knew the chapter has a guest speaker list and are called upon
several times a year to present various topics to schools, other heritage groups, and various events. One
way you could help the chapter would be to sign up to be a guest speaker on a subject you are
particularly interested in related to the colonial times. Look on our web site:

https://www. https://www.texassar.org/SanAntonio/

to get an idea of the topics various members present.

President Kebelman has become the resident expert on grave marking and headstone cleaning. He cleans
veteran’s headstones around the area in cemeteries that are not well maintained or perhaps the headstone
has been established for so long that fungus and algae have grown over it discoloring it badly. This effort
has been recognized by many groups in the area and as part of our guest speaker program, provides
headstone cleaning instructions. This has become quite popular with the various heritage groups wanting
to know how to maintain cemeteries.

On September 11, President Kebelman was asked to give his presentation to the Alamo Chapter DAR at

their monthly meeting. After the presentation, Frank presented Deanna Rodriguez, Regent, with the SAR
Medal of Appreciation. The DAR chapter wants to schedule an outdoor, hands-on session where he will ~
show and walk them through the proper and thorough way of cleaning headstones. Well done, Frank! ‘

President Kebelman and
Regent Deanna Rodriguez

Chapter Website: txssar.org/SanAntonio/
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Naturalization Ceremony: The chapter provides color guard services for the monthly naturalization
ceremonies that create up to several hundred new citizens. This month was no exception performing duties
twice. Once on September 17" and a second time on September 26'". The below pictures reflect the
chapter’s involvement with the ceremony. The ceremony is open to the public and if you have not attended
one, you should treat yourself to the experience and witness the pure joy exhibited by the immigrants.
Many of them ask for pictures with our color guard members and are quite enthralled with the uniforms and
entire ceremony.

KENS 5 TV News: Color Guard,
New Citizens, and Mayor Jones

L-R: Frank Rohrbough, Mike Giglio,
Greg Surovic, Dewy Owens, Frank ¢
Kebelman, Judge Richard B. Farrer ront row center

BR-L-R: Mike Skiles, Greg
Surovic, Dewy Owens, Mike Giglio,
Blair Rudy

..
Chapter Website: txssar.org/SanAntonio/
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Universal City Mayoral Proclamation: The Green Mountain Boys Daughters of American Revolution
(DAR) Chapter and two members of SAR Chapter attended the September 16" Universal City, City
Council meeting where the mayor, Tom Maxwell, read a proclamation declaring September 17 through
September 23™ as National constitution Week. The city council and citizens attending the meeting were
very appreciative of our efforts in representing the founding of the Constitution.

Universal City City Council

L-R: Mayor Tom Maxwell, DAR Regent
Cindy Watson, Bob Watson, Past Regent
and DAR State Officer Jeanm Kanter,
SAR State Secretary and Past SAR

President Kevin Kanter .

| J
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Wreath Laying at Normandy American Cemetery

Sons of the American Revolution member, Larry Luckett, recently was honored to participate in the formal
wreath-laying ceremony at the Normandy American Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer, France. Luckett was
on vacation touring D-Day landing sites. He visited the Normandy American Cemetery on 15 August 2025.
When a cemetery staff member asked for relatives of the fallen or for service veterans to join in the
ceremony, Luckett stepped forward. Luckett is a veteran of the U.S. Army, retiring with the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel after 22 years of service and is the Genealogist/Registrar for the San Antonio Chapter,
Texas Society. Luckett was one of four military veterans who joined the ceremony to place a memorial
wreath at the foot of the central sculpture representing the spirit of American youth rising.

Each day at 10:00 a.m., the American Battle Monuments Commission that maintains the cemetery conducts
a ceremony honoring the 9,389 military dead in the surrounding graves and the 1,557 inscribed names of
the missing. Most of these military dead lost their lives in the D-Day landings at Omaha Beach, only a
quarter-mile from the cemetery. The emotion-filled ceremony includes the playing of the Star-Spangled
Banner, a short acknowledgement and recognition of the sacrifice of the fallen, the laying of a wreath at the
cemetery’s Memorial, and the playing of Taps.

Normandy American Cemetery

——

12
Chapter Website: txssar.org/SanAntonio/



file://///BeagleNAS/General_Storage/Genealogy/SAR%20Info/Newsletter/Working_SAR%20Newsletter/txssar.org/SanAntonio/

C Sdn ANtonio compatrio

TEXAS S30CIETY OF THE S0N5 OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

R R T

mnlmhﬂw

Air Force Birthday: Compatriot Frank Rohrbough joined two other VA Representatives at the Audie
Murphy Memorial Hospital to celebrate the 77 Anniversary of the establishment of the US Air Force as an
Armed Service on September 18, 1947. There were over 20 Air Force Veterans in attendance and each
were given an Air Force cap, food bars and a lapel pin.

The Department of the Air Force was formally established on Sept. 18, 1947, months after the July 26
signing of the National Security Act. This established the Department of Defense, the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
the US Air Force as a separate armed service alongside the Army and Navy.

The military had air power for decades preceding the National Security Act, but it was primarily part of the
Army Air Corps.

There are approximately 689,000 personnel, which
includes active-duty airmen, Air National Guard,
Air Force reservists, and civilian workers.

Meritorious Service Medal: President Frank
Kebelman attended the Borene Chapter #64
September meeting to present Chapter President
Dale Tidwell the Chapter Meritorious Service Medal
for his outstanding leadership and work to revive the
Boerne. Without Dale’s extraordinary efforts, the
Borene chapter may have closed. Congratulations
President Tidwell.

—
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Wreaths Across America

Honoring our fallen heroes is a major goal for the chapter and is an ongoing effort. The chapter has been
local sponsors of Wreaths Across America for the past few years. Wreaths are laid at the grave of each
veteran who served in defense of our nation. While the wreaths are laid at the veterans’ graves during
December, we have set up our account early in an effort to increase our participation this year. We are
requesting you step up and help us with this endeavor. To purchase your wreath, use the link provided on
the chapter website (texassar.org/SanAntonio/) to access our sponsorship page. Select the “Docs” tab then
“Society Docs & Forms” in the dropdown and look for the Wreaths Across America link under “Chapter
Documents” Again, we ask that you participate with us in this very important event. Contact Compatriot
Kevin Kanter at kevinkanter@jicloud.com if you have questions.

BEO

WREATHS

across

AMERICA
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Medicine and medical practices in America were of course very basic compared to modern standards, but
some important developments and practices during colonial times shaped early American healthcare and
laid the foundations of modern medicine.
There were many medical milestones, but the most notable were:
1) Apothecaries (early pharmacists) and midwives provided most all medical care and home remedies
rather than trained physicians.
2) First Hospitals built were:

a) The first permanent hospital in the colonies was the Pennsylvania Hospital founded in 1751 in

Philadelphia by Benjamin Franklin and Dr. Thomas Bond.

b) The New York Hospital, which was chartered in 1771.
3) Medical Schools were started the first of which were:

a) College of Philadelphia, later University of Pennsylvania, opened the first medical school in 1765

in the colonies.

b) King’s College that became Columbia University, opened a medical department in 1767. :
Notable Medical Practices & Achievements: .
1) Quarantine Measures: Colonial governments used quarantines to control outbreaks of smallpox, yellow
fever, and plague. '
2) Midwifery Advancements: Midwives played a vital role in childbirth, using herbal remedies and passing
down practical knowledge that improved maternal and infant survival. l

3) Colonial medical schools began teaching anatomy through human dissection by the mid-1700s, which
advanced scientific understanding significantly, despite social taboos.

4) During the French and Indian War (1754—-1763) and early stages of the Revolution, military medicine
made significant gains. Colonial doctors improved battlefield surgery, amputation techniques, and created
and organized of military hospitals.

5) Smallpox inoculations were the forerunner of the vaccinations.

Hospitals, improved medical schools and training for physicians,

advanced care, and vaccinations are considered the biggest medical | ¢/ - .. chatGp

achievements of colonial America. “Colonial Medical Achievements”

Chapter Website: txssar.org/SanAntonio/
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Membership Milestones
Congratulations and a thank you goes to these members for their many
years of continued support of SA.
5_yrs of Service 15_yrs of service
Leslie Lentz Alexander Rubin
Joe Weathersby
Birthdays
September \
James Raymond Jonathan Shoebothar
- Maxie Perdue Lyle Embrey
b Ar'nl%lfo Alvarado Matthew Springer
William Hall Eugene Holmes
Scott Talbott Robert Watson
James Bu_ms Aaron Smith
\ Rafael Skiles
James Crowther
Campbell Baron . .

; Richard Smith
Leslie Lentz : :
Walter Scull Nick Cartwright

N ?u Robert Van Horn
Frank Nichols

Jason Bushman

October

Patrick Brady Jeffrey Hoppe
Jon Ottinger Charles Carvajal
Oliver Chamberlin Lawrence = Hancock
Frederic Soupiset John Jansma
Larry Luckett Luke Shoebothar
John Whittenburg Harvey Hubbard
Edward Snyder Kenneth Pfeiffer
William Woodland John Baines A
Richard Cordova

- I
Attachment 1
Chapter Website: txssar.org/SanAntonio/



file://///BeagleNAS/General_Storage/Genealogy/SAR%20Info/Newsletter/Working_SAR%20Newsletter/txssar.org/SanAntonio/

Note:
Event Point of Contact indicated
in the CONTACT boxes

November

December

Coming

Events

SUMDAY MOMDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1
Dyt
Savings T
- WiRosehart "| ECMeet 12 13 14 15
Veterans Event | 11:30
10:00am* T.a Fonda*
. " o General . n H FF]
Meeting
11-30% .
23 24 25 5 a7 = =
e T e
= CONTACT |
* Frank Kebelman
**Frank Rohrbough
SUNDAY MOMDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 ? : $ 5 DAR/SAR %
Holiday Meetin
SA CC.
Reservations
T 8 | 10 Tl 132 Rqr ok 13
EC
Meet*
11:30
" 15 T 5 & = -
General
Meeting
C1130%
L e ]
Winter
o & aa ET]
CONTACT
* Frank Kebelman
|

A B ol AR A

Attachment 2
Chapter Website: txssar.org/SanAntonio/

| N



file://///BeagleNAS/General_Storage/Genealogy/SAR%20Info/Newsletter/Working_SAR%20Newsletter/txssar.org/SanAntonio/

