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by Mel Oller 

Texas SAR President - 2025-2026 

 
 
 
 

Compatriots, Greetings from Texas SAR! 
 
 I hope you enjoy this edition of The Texas Compatriot.  
 
 The Sons of the American Revolution honors our Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by promoting 
patriotism, serving our communities, and educating and inspiring future generations about the founding princi-
ples of our Country. 
 

 Remembering Our Past….By honoring those who served or assisted the colonies during the Revo-
lutionary War. 

 
 Promoting Core Values….By protecting our Constitution and perpetuating American ideals and 

traditions. 
 
 Shaping Young Minds….By educating our youth about the Constitution and those who developed 

the American ideals and traditions. 
 

 Thank you for the opportunity you have given me to serve as Texas SAR President for the upcoming 
year. Let’s all work together to learn and grow, and make Texas SAR the best Society we can be. 
 



Looking Back on 1775... 

By Matt Hoffman 

 

 1775… The Beginnings of Revolution.  1775 was indeed a pivotal moment in the history of the birth of our na-
tion.  As we march towards July 4th, 1776, remembering 250 years of the signing of The Declaration of Independence, 
we remember those moments in this issue that helped shape our Declaration… 

 

 The beginning of 1775 saw the Intolerable Acts in full force.  Boston was be-
ing surrounded by an armada of British ships, enforcing bans on trading, blockading 
the city, and rounding up individuals associated with the rebel colonists.  It marked a 
more decisive effort by King George to make the colonies pay, but especially Boston, 
for dumping tea into the harbor on that fateful December day in 1774, which became 
known as “The Boston Tea Party.”  England took extraordinary steps to bring the col-
onies back into compliance with English Law, but further ignited the already smolder-
ing timbers that drove the colonies to rebel more. 

 

 On that fateful day of April 18th, in the late hours, Paul Revere, Samuel Prescott, 
and William Dawes began alerting the colonists outside of Boston that “The Redcoats Are 
Coming, The Redcoats Are Coming…”  The story would later become romanticized in liter-
ature by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow in a poem, “Paul Revere’s Ride” and etch that mem-
orable line of “One if by land and Two if by sea.”  The warning was to alert the militia lo-
cated in Lexington and Concord, that British troops would be coming to confiscate the mu-
nitions and other supplies located in those towns.  On April 19th, in those early morning 
hours, “The Shot Heard ‘Round The World” echoed through time, and decidedly marked 
the first shot fired in the Revolution.  While British troops first declared a victory in Lexing-
ton, it would be at Concord where they would be forced to fall back due to the ragtag colo-
nial militia and markedly boosted the morale of those seeking independence. 

 

 May 10, 1775, the Second Continental Congress convenes and elects John Hancock to be its 
President of the Congress.  Their meeting would again be marked by dueling ideals - to continue 
down the path of independence, or, to make reasonable attempts at peace and return life to normal as 
dutiful servants to the Crown.  An “Olive Branch Petition” was dividedly sent to King George, re-
questing a return to normalcy; a petition which was summarily rejected by the King.  As the colonies 
continued debating on the divisions, on June 10th, John Adams proposed the formation of a Conti-
nental Army and would thus need a General to lead such an army.  On June 14th, the Continental Ar-
my was born and on June 15th, George Washington was named General and Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army. 

 

 While the Congress worked to form the army, General Thomas Gage, who was overseeing 
Massachusetts, instituted martial law on June 12th and stated that anyone found to be supporting 
the rebellion would be considered a rebel and traitor to the crown.  It was soon discovered on June 
17th that colonists were fortifying a hill and British forces from the navy began firing from the 
harbor.  The battle became known as “The Battle of Bunker Hill” and ultimately, the colonists lost 
the hill. 

 

 On July 3rd, George Washington officially took command of the Continental Ar-
my.  Riding out in front of the newly formed troops at Cambridge, he drew his sword and 
instituted his authority over the army.  On July 6th, after Congress formally adopted send-
ing the “Olive Branch Petition,” Congress votes to authorizes its “Declaration on the Caus-
es and Necessity of Taking Up Arms.”  Unofficially a declaration towards independence, 
the document lays the foundation for the colonies to defend themselves against the aggres-
sions of the British forces, who were invoking more British controls on the colonists.  The 
declaration proclaimed that they would rather “die free men rather than live as slaves.” 

          (cont. on next page…) 



(cont. from previous page) 
 

 Out of the chaos of war, a more modern day birth occurred with the for-
mation of the colonial Postal Service.  July 26th saw the inception of the U.S. Postal 
Service, with Benjamin Franklin being named the first Postmaster General.     

  

  

 

 September 1st, King George summarily rejects the “Olive Branch Petition,” without ever hav-
ing read a word of the document.  When notice was made that the King had refused to read the petition, 
it caused colonists further resolve in the necessity of independent rule, rather than those of a tyrant king.  
Reconciliation, it seemed, had become futile. 

 

 War, it seems, is not without deceit.  On October 5th, General Washington writes to the Congress 
that a letter from Doctor Benjamin Church, the surgeon general of the Continental Army, had been inter-
cepted on its way to General Gage.  Dr. Church, only three months as the surgeon general, had been ac-
cused of espionage through his letter.  As a spy, he was convicted and sentenced to life in prison.  As a 
consequence of this action, Congress elected on November 7th to add the death penalty as punishment for 
espionage to its “articles of war.” 

 

  

 

 October 13th saw the need for a navy and thus was 
born the Continental Navy.  On December 22nd, Esek Hop-
kins was appointed as the first Commander-in-Chief of the 
Navy and was tasked with its formation.  But with the for-
mation of the navy also came the need for a ship to shore 
fighting force that could be a landing force and fight at both 
land and sea.  Thus, on November 10th, the birth of the Con-
tinental Marines occurred.   

 

  

 

 November and December saw much more action 
into Canada.  November 13th, Continental Army Brigadier 
General Richard Montgomery captures Montreal, Canada 
without opposition.  On December 2nd, General Montgom-
ery arrived at the gates of Quebec to join forces with Colo-
nel Benedict Arnold to begin laying siege to the city.  The 
siege became disastrous, lasting for most of December and 
ending with the death of General Montgomery and Colonel 
Arnold being seriously wounded. 

 

 

 

 Thus we end 1775 and onto the beginning of 1776, where more peril for our beleaguered colonists continue.  But 
out of the struggles, a new nation arises, giving birth to a republic that makes the Romans and Greeks pale in compari-
son.  A declaration that will stand the tests of time, a plethora of patriots whose actions resonate with us still today, and a 
military that 250 years later had its inception with humble beginnings and is the most fearsome in the world.  Stay tuned 
for more yet to come! 



  



Dear Texas Compatriots,  

 

 On behalf of the Patrick Henry Chapter of the Texas Sons of the American Revolution, we invite you all to the 

Texas 2026 State Convention to be held in Austin, Texas, on April 15-19, 2026 at the Austin Southpark Hotel.   

 Event registration will soon be live on the texassar.org website. Go to Events>>.  

 Make your room reservations NOW ! at the Austin Southpark Hotel by calling the hotel directly at 512-448-

2222.  When calling, it is important that you identify yourself as a part of the Texas SAR group, to receive the group rate 

and ensure that the group is credited for the room nights.  

 Or CTRL + CLICK the following booking link:      https://group.hilton.com/3u6rt1  

 NOTE:  The default date range on the booking link is April 12th – 21st.  You must change the dates to your de-

sired booking dates and CLICK “UPDATE” for the system to accept your desired date!!     

 Hotel Rate $ 149.00 USD/Night plus tax.   Rates are offered 3 days pre/post event.  

 Cutoff date for booking the blocked rooms is Wednesday, April 1, 2026. Cancellation must be done 24 hours 

before date of arrival to avoid charges.  

 If you have any issues booking a room, contact Dennis Brunson @ 979-324-8552 or e-mail 

dpbrunson@gmail.com. 

 If you need additional information or assistance, please feel free to contact the following:  

  Mark Ellison    marmellison1@gmail.com  

  Shiidon Hawley  shiidon@gmail.com  

  Joseph Burton   joseph.Burton@jll.com  

 

 Austin SouthPark Hotel  

 4140 Governors Row, Austin, TX 78744  

 P: 512-448-2222  

https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=AUSMXHH&arrivalDate=2026-04-12&departureDate=2026-04-21&groupCode=SAR&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink
mailto:dpbrunson@gmail.com?subject=Upcoming%20State%20Meeting%20Question
mailto:marmellison1@gmail.com?subject=Upcoming%20State%20Meeting%20Question
mailto:shiidon@gmail.com?subject=Upcoming%20State%20Meeting%20Question
mailto:joseph.Burton@jll.com?subject=Upcoming%20State%20Meeting%20Question
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Austin+Southpark+Hotel,+4140+Governors+Row,+Austin,+TX+78744/@30.214513,-97.751017,17z/data=!4m20!1m10!3m9!1s0x8644b484e7db8c2f:0xdd4ec41c6e8322b1!2sAustin+Southpark+Hotel!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d30.214513!4d-97.751017!16s%2Fm%2F
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Austin+Southpark+Hotel,+4140+Governors+Row,+Austin,+TX+78744/@30.214513,-97.751017,17z/data=!4m20!1m10!3m9!1s0x8644b484e7db8c2f:0xdd4ec41c6e8322b1!2sAustin+Southpark+Hotel!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d30.214513!4d-97.751017!16s%2Fm%2F


Veterans Subcommittee Survey for Texas  
America 250 Texas Legislative Commission Task Group 

 

Introduction 
 The Veterans Subcommittee for the America 250 Texas Legislative Commission has created an important sur-

vey. This survey is intended to be completed by as many veterans as possible. The responses will be included in a travel-

ing exhibit that commemorates America’s Semiquincentennial, a celebration of 250 years since the founding of our na-

tion. 

 

Purpose of the Survey 

 The main objective of this survey is to inspire America’s veterans to reflect on their lasting legacy of freedom. 

Participants are encouraged to share not only their personal journeys but also to recognize the sacrifices and patriotism of 

their ancestors who defended American liberty throughout history. 

 

Reflecting on Family Contributions 

 While completing the survey, veterans are asked to consider the service and influence of their fathers, grandfa-

thers, and other family members. These reflections help illustrate the ongoing journey of our nation from its beginnings 

in 1776 to the present, highlighting the vital role of military service in shaping America’s story. 

 

Additional Survey Information (also available on the next page) 

 For those unable to utilize the QR Code, or are having difficulty reaching the link, please click on the link below 

or scan the QR Code seen here with your smart phone.  For additional questions, please contact Texas SAR State Secre-

tary Kevin Kanter at KevinKanter@icloud.com. 

 

Veterans Survey - Celebrating America 250 

mailto:KevinKanter@icloud.com?subject=Veterans%20Survey%20Question
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/USAVets250


 



  



 



JUDGE ED BUTLER SPEAKS TO 

DAUGHTERS OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 

 

 On October 22, 2015, Judge Ed Butler was the principal speaker at the Alamo Curriers Chapter of the Daughters 

of the Republic of Texas, in San Antonio, TX.  His topic was  

“The Texas Connection 

with the American Revolution.” 

 

 About 70 members of the chapter met to hear Judge Butler deliver his power point presentation about  the Texas 

Long Horned Cattle that were herded from San Antonio to New Orleans to feed his army.   

 

 Beforehand, they all enjoyed homemade sandwiches, potato salad, mixed salad, carrot and pineapple salad, 

stuffed deviled eggs, and a large table of desserts. Afterwards, there was a long line to purchase his books,  

 Galvez, George Washington’s Secret Ally,  

 and the historical novel, The Warriors. 

 

 The notice below was sent to all chapter members announcing his presentation. 

 

 At the conclusion of his presentation the Chapter President presented Judge Butler with the below certificate. 



 

 

 



 

 

Photos Courtesy 

of  

Robert Duckworth 



 

Photos Courtesy 

of  

Mike Bowles 



 March 1, 2025 - Bernardo de Galvez Chapter President John Loper and Compatriot Billy Mayo 

attended the March Troop 930 Eagle Scout Honor Court for Bandon Baker.  President Loper presented 

Eagle Scout Brandon with a SAR Certificate of Recognition for his outstanding achievement, exceptional 

leadership and citizenship evidenced by his attainment of the rank of Eagle Scout. 

 Eagle Scout Emerson LeBlanc was also presented with a SAR Certificate of Recognition for his 
outstanding achievement, exceptional leadership and citizenship demonstrated by his attainment of the 
rank of Eagle Scout. 

 

 At the March meeting of the Bernardo de Galvez Chapter, Compatriot 

Robert Adams brought his Henry Rifle (SAR Edition Sound Heard Around the 

World) to the meeting for everyone to examine; so far, he has purchased both 

Henry SAR edition rifles that have been produced.  Seated at the table from left 

to right: Billy Mayo, John (Pete) Lenes, Clark Wright and Louis Garza.  Stand-

ing from left to right: Jon Zwahr, Robert Adams, John Loper, Caleb Loper, Da-

vid Zwahr, Austin Loper, Guy Taylor Jr., Robert Gindratt, William Sullivan and 

Robert Cassat Sr. 

 

 At the April meeting of the Bernardo de Galvez Chapter, President John Loper awarded 
Christian Narvaez the SAR Law Enforcement Commendation Medal in recognition of his out-
standing achievement and dedication to the maintenance of law and order as demonstrated by his 
performance in interdiction operations.  Officer Narvaez is a member of the La Marque Police 
Department Crime Suppression Unit. 

 

 At the April meeting of the Bernardo de Galvez Chapter, President John Loper awarded 
Galveston County Sheriff Officer Jeremy Ornelas the SAR Life Saving Medal in recognition of his 
saving a human life under emergency conditions as demonstrated by his quick life-saving actions 
for an inmate in the Jail Housing Unit. 

 

 At the Ball High School JROTC Awards Program in April, President John Loper of the 

Bernardo de Galvez Chapter awarded the SAR Bronze R.O.T.C. Medal to Cadet Captain Juan Es-

trada.  Cadet Estrada was also the recipient of a Bernardo de Galvez Chapter Scholarship Award.  

Pictured above from left to right are President John Loper, Cadet Captain Juan Estrada and Past 

President Billy Mayo.  

 

 At the Texas A & M Maritime Academy Awards Program in April, President John Lop-

er of the Bernardo de Galvez Chapter awarded the SAR Silver R.O.T.C. Medal to Midshipman 

Kade Johansen. 

 

 

 At the April meeting of the Bernardo de Galvez Chapter, President John Loper 

presented Collin Adams with a certificate and a check for being the third place winner 
in the SAR Americanism Elementary School Poster Contest at Texas state level; she 
had previously received a certificate and check for being the winner at the chapter level. 



 At the Clear Creek Independent School District JROTC Awards 

Program in May, President John Loper of the Bernardo de Galvez Chapter 

awarded SAR Bronze R.O.T.C. Medals to cadets in recognition of their 

outstanding leadership qualities, military bearing and excellence, thus ex-

emplifying the high ideals and principals which motivated and sustained 

our patriot ancestors. Those receiving awards were Cadet CPT Ryan Red-

dy (Clear Creek HS), Cadet 1LT Carson Hough (Clear Lake HS), Cadet 

1SG Shaun Smith (Clear Brook HS), Cadet CPT Colbey Smith (Clear 

Springs HS) and Cadet PFC Ozias Walker (Clear Falls HS). 

 

 During the May meeting of the Bernardo de Galvez Chapter, Cadet Major Colt 

Nicholus was awarded a Bernardo de Galvez Chapter Cash Scholarship by Chapter Presi-

dent John Loper.  He had previously been awarded the SAR Bronze R.O.T.C. Medal. 

 

 

 At the Memorial Day Ceremony at the Veterans Memorial Park in Seabrook, the Color 
Guard of the Bernardo de Galvez Chapter participated in the ceremony by posting the Colors and 
playing Taps.  The chapter Color Guard consisted of Compatriots John Loper, Matthew Hewitt, and 
Billy Mayo.  Other chapter members attending this ceremony were Compatriots Thomas Loper, 
Austin Loper and Caleb Loper. 

 

  

 At the July meeting of the Bernardo de Galvez Chapter, Chapter Color Guard 
Commander Matthew Hewitt present Color Guard member Billy Mayo with the Bernardo 
de Galvez Silver Color Guard Medal and the SAR Bronze Color Guard Medal for his ser-
vice at chapter, state and national events. 

 

 At the July meeting of the Bernardo de Galvez Chapter, Chapter Color Guard 
Commander Matthew Hewitt presented Chapter President John Loper with the Bernar-
do de Galvez Bronze Color Guard Medal and the SAR Bronze Color Guard Medal for 
his service at many chapter, state and national events. 

 

 At the August meeting of the Bernardo de Galvez Chapter of the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution (SAR), Jason Fung, archivist of Collections and Exhibitions of the Buffalo 
Soldiers National Museum, was the guest speaker and discussed the history of the Buffalo 
Soldiers and the mission of the Buffalo Soldiers National Museum.  His program was well 
received by all present, and he was presented with a Certification of Appreciation by Chapter 
President John Loper.  Chapter President Loper also presented a SAR Flag Certificate to the 
museum for its daily flying of the U.S. national flag. 

 

 At the August meeting of the Bernardo de Galvez Chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution (SAR), President John Loper presented Compatriot Joshua Labay his 5-Year Certifi-
cate and Pin for his service to the chapter and SAR.  



 During Constitution Week in September, Color Guard members from of the Ber-
nardo de Galvez Chapter posted the Colors at the George Washington Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) meeting at the Menard House in Galveston.  
The SAR Color Guard members from left to right were Billy Mayo, John Loper, Hugh 
Ferguson and Matthew Hewitt.   Other SAR chapter members attending the celebration of 
Constitution Week were David Zwahr, Jon Zwahr, Joshua Labay, Harry Elmendorf and 
future member Robert Hanegan. 

 

 On October 11th, color guard members of the Bernardo de Gal-
vez Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution participated in the 
Welcome Home Event for Honor Flight veterans at Hobby Airport.  
Color guard members participating were President John Loper, Past 
President Hugh Ferguson Jr. and Color Guard Commander Matthew 
Hewitt.  Chapter members also attending this event were Chapter Reg-
istrar David Zwahr and Chapter Photographer Jon Zwahr. 

 

 At the October meeting of the Bernardo de Galvez Chapter, President John 
Loper presented Compatriot Ronald Mason his 25-Year Certificate and Pin for his 
service to the chapter and SAR.  

 

 

 At the October meeting of the Bernardo de Galvez Chapter, Junior SAR 
member Aidan Minor was awarded his 10-Year Certificate and Pin.  Since he lives 
outside of the area, the award was accepted by his grandfather Compatriot John 
(Pete) Lenes, who will present it to him at a later date. 



 Hannah White Arnett Medal: This medal is awarded by a State Society to a Compatriot or non-SAR member 

to recognize a specific outstanding contribution to the SAR mission. On June 1st, Judge Edward F. Butler, Sr., Past Presi-

dent General, and member of the San Antonio SAR Chapter, was presented with the state level, silver Hannah White 

Arnett Medal of Distinction by Texas DAR State Regent Susan Johnston. Judge Butler was accompanied by his wife 

Robin at the presentation. 

 Judge Butler's years of support of DAR were recognized with this presentation. DAR chapters statewide are 

greatly appreciative of all he has done to promote collaboration with DAR in supporting our mutual goals of historic 

preservation, education, and patriotism. Congratulations! 

 
Pictured are Judge Butler 
with his wife Robin 
 
 
 
   
 
 
      
  Pictured are Judge Butler with 
  DAR State Regent Susan Johnston 
 
 
 

 On June 10, 2025, the San Antonio chapter participated in a High School/Middle School teacher seminar for the 
tour on Texas and the Revolution, at the Bexar County Heritage Museum.  Pictured are Blair Rudy, Ron Finch, Valerie 
Flinch, Sharon Simonick, Adam Dominguez, Joe Perez, and Greg Surovic.  The pictures of Spanish soldiers are impres-
sions of what they would have looked like in Texas in 1775. 



 Maj. K.M. Van Zandt Chapter Vice President Steve Hole learned about the Proclamation Project while listening 

to a presentation at Texas SAR’s annual conference in March 2025. A stated goal for the Proclamation Project, which is 

intended to enhance the image and mission of SAR, is “A successful outcome would be having 10% of the chapters hav-

ing a proclamation issued by a city or county.” VP Hole took on the task of ensuring that the chapter excelled at this 

project. 

 He contacted and solicited 13 local cities (representing the 13 original colonies), as well as Tarrant County, for 

proclamations recognizing 250th Anniversary events between the chapter’s April meeting and the June meeting. VP Hole 

received a total of 10 proclamations. Proclamations covered the following events: the Battles of Lexington and Concord 

(April 19) (cities of Fort Worth, Grapevine, and Keller); the Battle of Fort Ticonderoga (May 10) (cities of White Settle-

ment and Haltom City); the 250th Birthday of the United States Army (June 14) (cities of Roanoke and Southlake, and 

Tarrant County); and the Battle of Bunker Hill (June 17) (cities of Burleson and Weatherford). 

 A small group of chapter officers attended the June 3rd session of the Tarrant County Commissioners Court to 

accept the proclamation issued by the court in commemoration of the 250th birthday of the United States Army. The 

group included President Ron Turner, Vice President Steve Hole, Chaplain Ralph Smith, Past President James Alder-

man, and Past President Mike Connelley. Compatriots Smith, Alderman, and Connelley are veterans of the Army and 

Compatriot Turner is a veteran of the U.S. Navy. 

 Tarrant County Commissioner Manny Ramirez sponsored and read the resolution into the minutes, and it was 

unanimously adopted. Then, Commissioner Ramirez introduced all representatives from the SAR and the DAR. He then 

descended to the floor for the official presentation and for photos. The delegation received a standing ovation from the 

audience.  

 President Ron Turner thanked the court for the resolution and their support. 

 

 

(Left to right): James Alderman, Tom Belton (Tarrant 

County Veteran Services), Steve Hole, Manny Ramirez 

(Commissioner Precinct 4), Mike Connelley, Judy Patusek 

(DAR), Ron Turner, Elois Medlin (DAR), Susie Mackey 

(DAR), and Ralph Smith 

 

 

 

 The United States Citizenship and Immigration Services 

(USCIS), Northern District of Texas, in conjunction with co-sponsor 

Captain Molly Corbin Chapter NSDAR, conducted a Naturalization Cer-

emony at the Grapevine Botanical Gardens on Wednesday, May 28th, at 

10:00 a.m. Fifty new American citizens took the oath of citizenship ad-

ministered by the Honorable Barbara M. G. Lynn, senior district judge 

of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Texas. 

 Members of the Maj. K.M. Van Zandt Chapter Color Guard pre-

sented and retrieved the Colors.  This ceremony was Judge Lynn’s last 

one to preside over and administer the oath to new citizens as she will 

retire very shortly.  Following the ceremony, Judge Lynn, flanked by 

members of the Color Guard, posed for photos with new citizens. 



Captain Allen Clark awarded the DAR Founders Medal for Patriotism  
by Martie Cenkci 
Captain Molly Corbin Chapter, NSDAR  
 

Houston—Captain Allen Clark, US Army (retired), received the Ellen Hardin Wal-

worth Medal for Patriotism, a Daughters of the American Revolution Founders Medal, 

at the Texas DAR 126th State Conference on March 15.   

Texas State Regent Susan Johnston presented the award during the National Defense 

Night ceremony at the State Conference. Jamie Durham Burchfield, Texas DAR 

Founders Medals Committee Chair, gave an introduction about his accomplishments. 

Capt. Clark, who lost both legs in combat in Vietnam, was nominated for the prestig-

ious award by the Captain Molly Corbin Chapter in Grapevine, Texas, for his continued 

service to the nation, America’s veterans, and disabled persons. The award, which was 

established in 1995, recognizes citizens who have given unselfishly to the community, state, or nation. 

Capt. Clark, a graduate of the US Military Academy at West Point, was recognized for his military service and sacrifice 

with a Silver Star for gallantry in action, the Purple Heart, and the Combat Infantry Badge. 

His extensive public service has included being Special Assistant for Administration to Texas 

Governor William Clements, where he strengthened the scope and influence of the Gover-

nor's Committee for Disabled Persons. He served in the George H. W. Bush Administration 

as Assistant Secretary for Veterans Liaison and program coordination at the US Department 

of Veterans Affairs.  

Since his retirement in 2005 as Public Affairs director for the VA, North Texas Health Care 

System in Dallas, Captain Clark has been involved in outreach efforts to help active-duty 

military personnel and veterans recover from traumas of combat and their adverse wartime 

experiences through his lay ministry, Combat Faith. He has also published two books about 

his experiences. 

 

 On September 20, 2025, the Color Guard from Maj. K.M. Van Zandt participated in 

the Constitution Day presenting colors at an event. 



 September 26 was opening day for the State Fair of the Great state of Texas. The Fair runs continuously for three 

weeks and closed Sunday October 19.  During the run of the Fair, the Sons of the American Revolution partner with the 

Jane Douglas Chapter-DAR to man the information table in the Jane Douglas chapter’s Continental House, on the fair-

grounds. Compatriots from many chapters all over the metroplex volunteer to man the SAR side of the information table 

for three and one half hour shifts, during the morning and afternoon.. Several Compatriots from the Arlington chapter 

volunteered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sep. 17 2025, Grapevine, Texas Public Library.  Daughters of the American Revolution – Captain Mollie Corbin 

Chapter In coordination with Grapevine Public Library, USCIS and Sons of the American Revolution – Arlington Chap-

ter  hosted a naturalization ceremony today. Jim McClain  and Dan Hamilton from the Arlington chapter presented and 

posted the colors at the beginning of the ceremony.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sep 17, 2025, Blessing Funeral Home, Mansfield, Texas.  Daughters of the 

American Revolution – Quanah Parker chapter, Blessing Funeral Home and Sons 

of the American Revolution – Arlington Chapter hosted a 250th anniversary, Bells 

Across America event. The notable "Bells Across America" observance is a cele-

bration of the U.S. Constitution's signing on September 17th, a tradition inspired by 

the bells in Philadelphia that rang to announce its signing. Presenting and posting 

the colors for today’s event  were SAR – Arlington chapter Color Guard members 

Richard Coffey, Jim McClain and Dan Hamilton. 



 The Major White Chapter was chartered in Baytown on June 11, 1956.  The Chapter was very active until 

about 2004, when the last active member died.  The Chapter remained inactive although still retained four paid members 

of which two lived out of state.  Compatriot, Jim Penny, the Alexander Hodge Chapter #49 Webmaster and nearby resi-

dent began in January to attempt to restart the Chapter. 

 The District 7 VP, Art Byram and the State Treasurer, Don Hayes are working with Jim in the effort. 

 Between the three of them, they have met with the Baytown DAR Chapter and the Crosby DAR Chapter to pro-

mote the Major White Chapter to the ladies to get there husbands interested. 

 Jim has also promoted the SAR Chapter to Facebook Groups for communities near Baytown. 

 Thus far, two Applications have been sent to State.  Five additional men are working on gathering their infor-

mation before starting an Application. 

 On 22 Mar 2025 The Cradle of Texas, Chapter 33 SAR and Asa Underwood Chapter of the DAR to recognize 

Mary Ruth Brigance Rhodenbaugh (DAR Member) for her long and faithful service to her community.  First she was 

recognized with the Silver Good Citizenship Medal, presented by Chapter President David Garza.  Second she was rec-

ognized with "The Texas Yellow Rose Award" (Ladies only), approved by Texas Governor Gregg Abbott and presented 

by Past Chapter President Rodney Weems.  This award was instituted in 1957 (see attached) and fewer than 190 have 

been approved for the award.  



 On May 17, 2025, the Freedom Chapter presented an Armed Forces Day 

breakfast, honoring those individuals currently serving in our military.  Matthew 

Hoffman organized the event along with Immediate Past Chapter President Art 

Byram, while they presented our servicemembers with Certificates of Appreciation 

for their service.  Honor Café in Conroe graciously provided the venue and were pre-

sented with a Certificate of Appreciation for all they do in support of the Freedom 

Chapter. 

 

 On Saturday, June 14, 2025, at 9:00am, the City of Shenandoah and Freedom Chapter of the Texas Sons of the 
American Revolution, participated in Flag Day and the 250th Birthday of the U.S. Army.  The event took place at Veter-
ans Point Vision Park, Shenandoah, Texas and was participated with over 50 individuals, who came to hear about the 
meaning of the date. 
 Mayor John Escoto was the Emcee of this event, and also a proud U.S. Army Veteran.  The event was opened 
with an invocation by Frank Robertson, followed by our National Anthem.  The combined choral group of The Wood-
lands High School and The Woodlands College Park High School performed the anthem, under the direction of Patrick 
Newcomb.   

Matthew Hoffman of the Freedom Chapter presented the meaning of Flag Day and what our flag represents.  
Retired Brigadier General John Hafley gave a presentation on the history of the U.S. Army and the celebration of its 
250th Birthday.  Following the speech, the U.S. Army song “The Army Goes Rolling Along” was played, with a musket 
salute performed by the Freedom Chapter Color Guard members: Ed Sellards, Art Byram, Charles Lano, Stephen McIn-
tyre, Mel Oller, and Matthew Hoffman. 

The event was organized by a collaboration of the City of Shenandoah, along with the SAR Freedom Chapter.  
In attendance were representatives from the Daughters of the American Revolution, Children of the American Revolu-
tion, the American Legion, and the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW).  The Freedom Chapter would like to personally 
thank Mayor Escoto, General Hafley, Mr. Newcomb, and special thanks to Kathie Reyer and John Mayner from the City 
of Shenandoah, for their tireless efforts in helping to organize the event. 

 

PICTURED (left to right): Ed Sellards, Mel Oller, Mayor John Escoto, Nicole Martin, Brigadier General John 

Hafley, Art Byram, Jessica Holland, Karen Reyer, Charles Lano, Stephen McIntyre, John Mayner, and Matthew Hoff-

man.   

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

             Article from the Montgomery County News, June 25, 2025 



 Every June, in Commemoration of Audie Murphy’s birthday and Home-

coming Ceremony in June of 1945, Farmersville remembers and honors Audie 

Murphy and all veterans who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces.  

Audie Leon Murphy, the most decorated combat soldier of World War II. 

During this special weekend, Farmersville rolls out the red carpet to welcome vet-

erans from across the nation; U.S. Army Fort Hood’s Audie Murphy Club and oth-

er military delegations; special dignitaries and all of our local families celebrate 

our freedom, learn of our history and recognize our veterans. 

 

 On July 3, 2025, the Freedom Chapter participated with the Independence Chap-

ter in a Naturalization Ceremony in Bryan, Texas.    

 

 

 

 Freedom Chapter Sons of the American Revolution was honored to lead off the 

49th Annual South Montgomery County Parade in The Woodlands Texas.  Marking our 

Nation’s 249th birthday, this premier patriotic event, the largest parade between Houston 

and Dallas, celebrated in grand style. 

 With county fire engines and emergency vehicles leading the way, the over 100 

parade entries featured dozens of local officials and lawmakers, privately decorated cars, 

over 2 dozen youth organizations, business sponsored floats, high school marching bands, 

law enforcement, horse riders, and veteran groups. 

 The parade started with a cannon shot from “Rolling Thunder” at 9:00 a.m.  Winding past Town Green Park and 

through The Woodlands Town Center into Market Street, the Freedom Chapter Color Guard marched through the streets 

lined ten deep in many spots along the 1.2-mile route.  A flag waving crowd of over 10,000 men, women, and children 

arrived early to share and participate in the celebration.  The spirit of patriotism and respect for our nation’s flag was 

acknowledged by hundreds as they stood, hand over heart, and removed hats. 

 “Wings of Liberty: Celebrating the Bald Eagle”, the theme of the 2025 parade, was selected to honor our U.S. 

National Bird, symbolizing our independence, strength, coverage, and patriotism.  

 Thanks to Mr. John Powers, President of the South Conty Fourth July Pa-

rade Committee, for this opportuni-

ty and honor to celebrate by carry-

ing the Colors.  Quoting Mr. Pow-

ers: “We can’t wait to see you next 

year!  It will be the 50th Anniver-

sary of the South County 4th of July 

parade and the 250th Anniversary of 

the signing of the Declaration of 

Independence.  The journey toward 

this historic milestone is an opportunity to pause and reflect on our na-

tion’s past, honor the contributions of all Americans, and look ahead 

toward the future we want to create for the next generation and beyond.” 



 On July 4, 2025, the 

Freedom Chapter had two Color 

Guard events - a South Mont-

gomery County parade, and, the 

Oak Ridge North 4th of July Pa-

rade.  Led by Chapter President 

and Color Guard Commander 

David Hamaker, the Color 

Guard led the parade as it has in 

previous parades and finished the parade with a reading of the Decla-

ration of Independence!  For video of the Color Guard, please click 

here.  Later that evening, the Color Guard participated in a musket 

salute to kick off festivities in Panorama Village.   

 

 On August 13, 2025, the Freedom Chapter Color Guard participat-

ed in a dedication ceremony for Tunnels to Towers in Houston.  The Tun-

nels to Towers Foundation helps America’s Heroes by providing mortgage

-free homes to Gold Star families with young children and by building spe-

cially-adapted smart homes for catastrophically injured veterans and first 

responders.  They are also committed to eradicating veteran homelessness, 

which is why Houston has been designated with a Veterans Village, to spe-

cifically address and provide apartment-style homes to homeless veterans, 

designed to help them have shelter and regain independence.   

 

Article from the Children of the American Revolution National 

Magazine.  The Freedom Chapter participated with the Capt. Ed 

Weyman C.A.R. Chapter in celebrating its 90th Birthday!   

Huzzah! 

 

 

 

 

 The Freedom Chapter participated in the 246th Anniversary of the Battle of Ba-

ton Rouge in Louisiana.  This was a National Color Guard event with multiple partici-

pants from multiple chapters. 

https://www.facebook.com/100013036819144/videos/pcb.2216239698820569/1033439372318131


 Alexander Hodge Chapter President, Carl V. Hill Jr. at the March 27th -30th State Convention in Richardson was 
privileged to be awarded the Patriot Medal.  The medal is the highest medal awarded by Texas State Society for long, 
faithful and outstanding service at the state or chapter level.   

 Carl has served the Alexander Hodge Chapter for 32 years.  He was the Founding President in 1993.  Carl served 
as Chapter President from 1993-1996; 2016-2017; and currently beginning in 2022 to present.  He has also served in a 
number of other roles within the 32-year history of the Alexander Hodge Chapter. 

 Texas State President, Mel Oller and District #7 VP, Art Bryum attended the Chapter’s Meeting on May 27th to 
award Carl V. Hill the medal. 

 Texas State President, Mel Oller, also awarded Jim Penny a Certificate denoting the 1st Place win for the News-
letter. 

 The Chapter Newsletter editor, James G. Penny, received this recognition at the State Convention for winning 1st 
Place in Group 2 of The Ross L. Shipman Newsletter Competition.  Group 2 is for Chapters with 51-99 members.  The 
Competition awards the best electronic newsletter submitted during the year.  Jim submitted the December 2024 Issue of 
the Chapter Newsletter.   Texas State President, Mel Oller presented the Certificate denoting the 1st Place win.  Jim 
serves as the Chapter’s Webmaster and had taken on as Newsletter Editor in July 2024. 

 The Alexander Hodge Chapter was also among the Chapters to receive the Joe M Hill Patriot Fund Award for 
Chapters who exceed the total contributions from the previous year and The Texas SAR Flag Presentation Award for 
recognizing companies and individuals for proper display, maintenance, and care when flying the U.S. Flag during the 
past year.  

 On May 26, 2025, the Victoria Chapter participated in a Memorial Day service.  Members in uniform present 

included K.B. Hallmark, Mike Boyd, Chris Boyd, Matt Boyd, Gavin Boyd, and Brandon Boyd.  Also present were mem-

bers not in uniform Mercy Rendon and William Menefee.  John Williams, Bobby Rendon, and Jeremy Martin of the lo-

cal living history group were present.  It is also noted that the ceremony was attended by three generations of the Boyd 

Family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                       (Source Unknown) 



 Three Ellis County Chapter compatriots attended the 130th Texas SAR Convention March 27-30, 2025; Chap-

ter Secretary and Past-President  John C. Haughton, Color Guard Commander Larry Kollie, and Chapter Historian Philip 

Taylor.  Ellis County Chapter received 4 awards, 3 from Division 6 and 1 from State.  

 

 The Col. Joe M. Hill Membership Award, Division 6:  Is presented in honor of our past President Col. Joe. M. 

Mill Jr. and is given to each chapter that achieves the goal of 100% membership renewal in the past year.  

 

 The Karl E. Wallace Award, Division 6: winner in the Texas Society given in honor of Past President Karl E. 

Wallace to the Chapter having the highest % of membership increase during the past year.  

 

 The John Bruce Stuart Jr. Memorial Award, Division 6, Group 1: established by Plano Chapter in memory of 

Compatriot John B. Stuart Jr. and is awarded to the Chapter that best meets the criteria based on Veterans activities in 

the past year.  

 

 The Texas SAR Americanism Award: is given to a chapter that develops an exceptional program to recognize 

patriotic activities of the youth of the state, supports institutions and adults that promote patriotic education, recognizes 

observance of national holidays, and recognizes outstanding citizenship during the past year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 John (Jack) C.  Haughton, Chairman of the Texas JROTC/ROTC Committee, presented 
Cadet Landon Gerken with the medallion, certificate, and monetary recognition for his winning 
the Ellis County Outstanding JROTC Cadet award as part of this State wide competition.  
 
 
 
 
 Ellis County Chapter participated in the Waxahachie July 4th Parade led by Scouts banner carriers, Austen and 

Trenton Miller (and runner, dad Todd Miller). The American flag was carried by the chapter Color Guard, Sergeant-at-

Arms Ron Finch, Flag Bearer, Mark Gundert, and Color Guard Commander Larry Kollie. 

The float driver was Chapter President/Registrar William David Hill and the Flag wa-

ver, Joe Smith. The trailer carried Past-

President John C. Haughton, Histori-

an/Editor Philip Taylor, Chaplain 

Calvin Brown, and cheering team Har-

lon and Mark Bounds. Happy Birthday 

America! 



 September 6: We had a small turnout for the Waxahachie City Cemetery Headstone 

Cleaning Party preparing for Wreaths Across America. Cleaning has continued with almost 

600 veterans identified. Ellis County President William D. Hill spoke to the Lions Club about 

the cemetery cleaning and laying the wreaths in December. Photos were taken by DAR Mickie 

Hill. Photo: Pres. Hill, Pat Hernandez 

 

 

 

 There was a good turnout for the Waxahachie City 

County meeting. Mayor Billie Wallace read the proclamation 

and whish was received by DAR Regent Patricia Hernandez 

establishing September 17-23, 2025 as Constitution Week. 

Some members of the Ellis County wore period attire and uni-

forms. Photo: ECC President Hill (far left), DAR Regent Pa-

tricia Hernandez and Mayor Billie Wallace (red coat holding 

proclamation). 

 

  
 Jack Haughton has received certification as VAVS Representative for The National Society Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution at the Dallas VA Medical Center. Dual member from East Fork Trinity, Michael Glenn Goode Sr. was 
nominated for the Patriot Medal.  He also received the National Vet Support medal. 
 
 
 For the National Day of Service on October 11, the Rebecca Boyce Chapter 

DAR and Ellis County Chapter SAR are jointly sponsored a countywide blood drive in 

cooperation with Carter BloodCare. With a goal of 20 donors, they were “officially” giv-

en credit for 25 exceeding their expectations. 

 

     3rd row:  Patrick Hernandez, David Hill 

 

     2nd row: Nancy McCormack, Jack Haughton,  

     Vicki Williams 

 

     1st row:    Patricia Hernandez, Mickie Hill,  

     Janice Sanders 



 

 



 

by David Hamaker 

State Color Guard Commander - 2025-2026 

 

 

 

Color Guardsmen and Chapter Presidents, 

 

 I want to send out a short note to encourage you and your chapters to reach out to your surrounding 
SAR chapters and the DAR chapters for color guard event opportunities, in your area, that you can participate 
in. I want to encourage you to be as active as possible. This helps us in having more color guard events, as well 
as recruiting new SAR members.  

 

 Just a reminder, that if you plan on firing black powder muskets at any event, the attached form needs 
to be filled out. This would put us in compliance with our Black Powder Liability Insurance policy. This 
would be considered a state event.  (Editor’s Note: see the form on the next page) 

 

 Take every opportunity to attend as many State and National events as you can, such as – Liberty Tree 
Plantings, Honor Flights, National Holidays, US Naturalizations, Holiday Parades, etc. – check the State and 
National events pages for more information. 

 

 Don’t forget to start thinking about Color Guardsmen of the Year!  Nominations must be turned in by 
August 31, 2025. 





 

 



 

 



How to Submit Items to  
The Texas Compatriot 

 

The Texas Compatriot welcomes all submissions from 
any compatriots.  Here are some tips to help you with get-
ting your story published: 
 

1) Keep your article as short as you can while still 
telling the story. 

2) Please place your story in a Microsoft Word docu-
ment.   

3) Pictures should be attached separately to your e-
mail.  Do not add the pictures into your Word document. 

4) Make sure your images are a High Resolution, at 
least 300 DPI, and that no date or time stamps appear on 
your image. 

5) Please identify, from left to right, the individuals 
in your photograph. 

6) Limit your photographs to those you would like to 
see published.  No more than five (5) photos should be 
submitted. 

7) Meet the deadline listed in the “Publishing Dead-
lines” if you want your article in the next edition of The 
Texas Compatriot. 

8) E-mail your article to Compatriot@TexasSAR.org. 

9) The Editor reserves the right to modify your story 
for content, space, or other needs of the newsletter. 

  

 
 

Newsletter Committee 
 

Matthew E. “Matt” Hoffman is the Chairman of the 
Newsletter Committee.  Ron Turner is the Vice-
Chairman.  But, we can’t do this job alone! 
 

We are seeking members of our so-
ciety interested in serving on the 
committee!  Every chapter should 
have an individual designated to 
serve on our committee - whether it 
be the Chapter President, Chapter 
Newsletter Editor, or anyone who’s 
interested!   
 

The work isn’t hard and the “atta-
boys” are frequent!  For our newslet-
ter to thrive, we need your help with 
providing content, articles, pictures 
and information on things your 

chapter is doing! 
 

 From Veteran Events, Parades, Community Inter-
actions, and More, We Want You!  If you’re interested in 
serving, please e-mail us: Compatriot@TexasSAR.org! 

Picture Policy 
 

To publish photos of children under the age of 18 in The 
Texas Compatriot, in your local chapter newsletter, or on 
your chapter website, you MUST have a signed parental 
form that gives us (the Texas SAR) permission to pub-
lish the child’s name and photo. 
 
You can find the form on the Texas SAR public website 
under Contests/Programs drop down, then Permission/
Release Form.  You can also click this link for the form: 
https://www.texassar.org/pdf/Permission_Youth.pdf 
 
Before the child’s picture can appear in The Texas Com-
patriot, the signed consent form must be on file in the 
Editor’s office. 
 
 
 
 

Publishing Deadlines 
 

Deadlines for content inclusion in The Texas Compatriot 
are as follows: 
 
• Submissions for the Spring (March) Publication  

• Due no later than February 1st. 
 

• Submissions for the Summer (June) Publication  
• Due no later than May 1st. 
 

• Submissions for the Fall (September) Publication  
• Due no later than August 1st. 
 

• Submissions for the Winter (December) Publication 
• Due no later than November 1st. 

 
 
 
 

Disclaimer 
 

The Texas Compatriot is published four (4) times a year for a 
Spring, Summer, Fall, and Winter publications, and is copy-
righted by the Texas Sons of the American Revolution, P.O. 
Box 9387, Spring, TX  77387-9387.  The Texas Sons of the 
American Revolution, Sons of the American Revolution, or 
any entity connected to the organization for the content includ-
ed is not responsible for any copyright infringements, liabili-
ties, trademarks, trade names, patents or any other infractions 
and are considered coincidental.  For any issues regarding this 
publication, any infringements or other legal issues stemming 
from this publication should be directed to the Editor at Com-
patriot@TexasSAR.org.  Any necessary retractions, concerns, 
or corrections should be directed to the Editor. Any necessary 
retractions or corrections shall appear in the next issue of The 
Texas Compatriot. 

mailto:Compatriot@TexasSAR.org?subject=Article%20for%20The%20Texas%20Compatriot
mailto:Compatriot@TexasSAR.org?subject=Newsletter%20Committee%20Interest
https://www.texassar.org/pdf/Permission_Youth.pdf
mailto:Compatriot@TexasSAR.org?subject=Issue%20with%20The%20Texas%20Compatriot
mailto:Compatriot@TexasSAR.org?subject=Issue%20with%20The%20Texas%20Compatriot


 

 In keeping with the best traditions of our state newsletter, we will be featuring more of what you want 
to see.  To that end, The Texas Compatriot will be putting even more focus on what our chapters are doing! 

  

 To that effect, we need YOUR help!  Compatriots, you are ENCOURAGED to submit your information 
to The Texas Compatriot for inclusion! 

  

 This can include the following: 

 Newspaper Articles (please also include your own article, as newspapers do not always 
publish information pertaining to your chapter’s participation in the event.  A photo 
alone does not tell a story.) 

 Chapter Information, such as meeting times/locations 

 Any newsworthy information from your chapter such as JROTC events, speakers, etc.  
Please include stories with photos, as photos alone do not tell a story. 

 Please submit your information monthly, preferably by the end of the month or begin-
ning of the next month preceding your event(s).  This will allow the Editor more time to 
ensure a timely edition and provide a more accurate record for inclusion. 

 

 HOWEVER, 

 Please do not send in your entire newsletter.  The Editor does not have time to read 
through your entire newsletter to discern what is newsworthy. 

 Pick only those articles newsworthy for submission   

 Please write up your article for submission - do not expect the Editor to write your arti-
cle, as time is limited and the Editor was probably not present for your event 

 Include ALL pictures as a separate attachment in your e-mail.  Photos should be in 
a .jpg, .pdf, or .jpeg ending format.  iPhone or photos inside of an e-mail NOT as attach-
ments do not translate well and could be subject to not being included in the newsletter.
    

 

 The Editor of The Texas Compatriot retains the right to maintain all editorial rights of what in-
formation to include or exclude, based on publication needs.  Your chapter and state historians should AL-
WAYS be included on any information you provide, to ensure the complete documentation of your chapter’s 
history.  We want to know more about you and your chapter.  By providing us this information, it can be used 
later to draw from for your chapter history, the state history, and more!  What a better way to keep your place 
etched in HISTORY! 

 

 This is a fantastic opportunity for you and your chapter to be included with a publication, even if your 
chapter doesn’t have one!  So, get those fingers typing, those photos coming, and don’t forget to include infor-
mation about the “who, what, when, where, why, and how” about any photo submissions!  If you have any 
questions, comments, or concerns, please e-mail us at Compatriot@TexasSAR.org! 

mailto:compatriot@texassar.org?subject=Submission%20for%20Newsletter


 

by Matthew E. “Matt” Hoffman 

Editor - The Texas Compatriot 
 

  
 As we march towards the 250th Founding of America, ask yourself this: what can I do to help?  History has 
shown us that individuals who are willing to step up are usually those individuals making a difference.  So how do you 
make a difference? 
 
 It starts with being active.  Going to a chapter meeting takes up an hour or two of your life, either monthly, quar-
terly, or annually.  2 hours is 120 minutes.  120 minutes that you can partake in a civic activity, beyond voting.  And de-
pending on where you live, voting in a primary or general election can sometimes take longer than 2 hours!  Beyond a 
meeting, do you have an hour of your life to commit to SAR?  How about to a Color Guard event?  Maybe 4 hours?  240 
minutes? 
 
 Well, uniforms are expensive.  A relatively inexpensive one can cost you almost $100.  On a fixed income, that’s 
a lot of money.  Then the question is, how about borrowing one?  We’ve had a LOT of individuals throughout our state 
societal history that have been active members of the organization.  And they didn’t always wear a uniform.  So what 
can you contribute? 
 
 How about history?  Are you a student of history?  Do you enjoy it as much as I do?  How about contributing to 
your chapter history?  Maybe be the chapter historian?  Or get involved at the state level with the State Historian?  I 
know John Anderson, our State Historian, is ALWAYS open to ideas and loves having individuals who can help him 
keep up with the state history, history volumes, and more! 
 
 Or, how about chapter secretary?  Treasurer?  Vice President?  Chapter President? 
 
 What would you like to do? 
 
 One of the best ways to get involved is ask: How Can I Help? 
 
 Once you take that bold first step, which is ALWAYS the hardest, it gets easier from there!  As Compatriot Da-
vid Hamaker, current Freedom Chapter President has always said when swearing in new members… “And, I have a Job 
For You!”  In other words, there’s ALWAYS something to do.  So you’re CHALLENGE for 2026 is to get involved and 
ask how YOU can help, whether at the chapter or state level, there’s a job for you! 
 
 But it only takes asking.  And if you’re not sure how, ask me and I’ll help you formulate a great start!  Besides, 
we are ALWAYS looking for people!  If you have a phone, you can take pictures for us!  Know how to talk to people?  
Come talk about SAR while at a Color Guard event! 
 
 No excuses.  Just get involved!  Together, we can ALL make a difference!  And if you ever need anything, I’m 
easy to reach: Compatriot@TexasSAR.org. 
 
 
        Huzzah!!! 
 
Chapter Newsletter Editors: Newsletter submission change - the date of submission for consideration for 
the Ross L. Shipman has been extended!  If you have not submitted your newsletter for consideration, 
you have until February 5, 2026 to submit your newsletter.  Submit your best newsletter for the commit-
tee’s consideration! 

 
Newsletter Committee: I need all newsletter committee members to e-mail me at Compatri-
ot@TexasSAR.org, or, MatthewE.Hoffman@yahoo.com, as I do not have your current contact infor-
mation.  Therefore, if you wish to be a judge of the newsletters, or to participate in the committee, please 
e-mail me ASAP, but before January 30th.  We will be having a virtual meeting the following week.  
Thanks! 

mailto:Compatriot@TexasSAR.org?subject=Help%20with%20Chapter%20Newsletter

